Pericardial tamponade: an oncologic emergency.
Malignant disease is the most common cause of pericardial tamponade. Cardiovascular collapse and death are realistic endpoints of this condition. Early detection and proper management are critical for favorable patient outcomes. Nurses have the ability to observe the clinical signs and symptoms of pericardial tamponade. Astute observation of these clues and prompt attention to patient management can save the lives of many patients.